
Formed in 2001, the American Easement Foundation 
encourages the preservation of historic resources, 
in perpetuity, through the creative application of 
conservation easements and is a supporting organization 
to the Galveston Historical Foundation.

For more information: www.americaneasement.org

Contact:
Dwayne Jones, President
American Easement Foundation

c/o Galveston Historical Foundation
2002 Strand 
Galveston, TX   77550

dwayne.jones@galvestonhistory.org

Board of  Directors
The Foundation is guided by a Board of Directors 
composed of professionals in historic preservation, 
architecture, planning, development and land 
use.  They have nationally recognized expertise 
in technical preservation procedures and property 
management needs which enables owners to 
make beneficial use of their properties while 
accomplishing preservation goals.

Many owners of  historic properties seek to preserve 
these assets and maximize the financial benefits of 
maintaining them in active use. They often consider 
donating a conservation easement to a charitable 
organization as a part of an overall financing strategy. 
In so doing, they assure that a reliable, long-term 
arrangement is made in which objective criteria are 
used to monitor the easement. In recognition of 
this, the American Easement Foundation receives 
easements for the preservation of properties with 
cultural, environmental and historic significance.

Easement Scope
An easement typically covers the entire exterior of a 
building and may also include interiors, landscapes 
and site features. Rights for further development on 
the property also may be a part of the donation. An 
owner establishes the value of the donation with the 
assistance of a qualified real estate appraiser.

American 
Easement 
Foundation

Foundation Objectives
•	 To promote preservation of cultural resourc-

es, including historic structures and sites.
•	 To encourage responsible stewardship of 

historic resources in the private sector
•	 To facilitate respectful uses of historic prop-

erties  



Easement Terms
Easements are accepted in perpetuity  for 
buildings, structures and sites having historic 
value. In donating an easement an owner 
transfers control of designated portions of 
their property to the Foundation. Subsequent 
maintenance work and improvements are subject 
to the approval by the Foundation. 

Standards
AEF employs the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards and Guidelines for treatment of 
historic properties to evaluate work subject to 
review. Specific arrangements for each easement 
are developed to respond to the circumstances 
of individual properties and their owners. 

Baseline Document
Thorough documentation of existing conditions 
is provided at the time of the easement donation. 
This includes a description of the key character-
defining features that are to be protected. This 
information is then considered when conducting 
site inspections.

Tax Benefits 
Donors may use incentives available in the federal 
income tax code, which acknowledge easements as 
charitable contributions. In some cases, this benefit 
is combined with other state and local charitable gift 
incentives. Owners of qualified income-producing 
properties may also coordinate this donation benefit 
with state and federal tax incentives for rehabilitation 
of certified historic properties. Owners develop these 
overall tax strategies with their financial advisors.

About the Foundation
The American Easement Foundation (AEF), a 501(c)
(3) organization registered in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, promotes the preservation of historic 
resources through the application of conservation 
(façade) easements. 

The Foundation  operates nationally, and works with 
donors in a quick and decisive manner. It accepts 
easements on properties formally recognized as 
having historic significance, by being listed in or eligible 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Gifts
When an easement is conveyed, the Foundation 
accepts a cash gift that helps to support the on-going 
monitoring of the property and the general operation 
of the organization.

Monitoring
Each year, the Foundation monitors the condition 
of the properties for which it holds easements.  This 
includes an on-site inspection and a report of findings.

After the annual inspection, donors receive a 
report on the status of the easement, along with 
recommendations for maintenance.

Project Review
When property owners plan  improvements the 
Foundation works with them to establish an approach 
that will meet programmatic needs while also 
preserving the integrity and significance of the 
property.  When a formal strategy is developed, the 
Foundation evaluates the appropriateness of the 
proposed work using its standards and guidelines. 
The completed work is then documented in the 
subsequent annual monitoring reports.

Educational Programs
The Foundation provides technical assistance to 
donors when appropriate and also refers them to 
publications addressing preservation procedures 
and to professionals who may assist property owners 
in maintaining their resources appropriately. AEF 
board members also promote awareness through 
presentations at conferences in fields related to 
historic preservation.


